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Objectives 
SYLLABUS 
English 4906: Problems in the Teaching of English 
Topic: Teaching Creative Writing 
MWF noon-12:50pm, Coleman 3609, EIU 
Dr. Letitia L. Moffitt 
Coleman Hall room 3861 (south corridor) 
See separate handout 
llmoffitt@eiu.edu 
(for questions only; do not e-mail assignments without my permission) 
Teachers and students alike often breathe a sigh of relief at the prospect of lessons devoted to 
creative writing-students perhaps anticipating no rules and easy grades, teachers perhaps 
envisioning an enthusiastic outpouring of imagination. However, teaching creative writing 
brings its own set of problems and concerns to the classroom: What are the objectives for a 
creative writing course? What kinds of activities and assignments will help students meet those 
objectives? Should creative writing exercises be based on technique and craft, or should they 
focus more on exploration of artistic vision? How should creative writing be graded? Students 
in this course will explore these issues and others, through various written and in-class activities, 
as we focus our studies on the teaching of creative writing in writing-centered and other courses. 
Coursework 
There is a written and a verbal component to this class. The written component consists of a 
teaching portfolio comprising many different assignments given throughout the semester. The 
oral component consists of in-class activities which include both day-to-day participation as well 
as two individual classroom teaching sessions. The breakdown is as follows: 
Written Component ...................... ~························································································· 50% 
Responses to discussion questions # 1-10 ............................................................................... 20% 
Writing assignments #1-4 ............................................................................. : ......................... 20% 
Final portfolio ......................................................................................................................... 10% 
Verbal Component ................................................................................................................. 50% 
Day-to-day participation ......................................................................................................... 20o/o 
Teaching session #1: writing exercises ................................................................................... 15% 
Teaching session #2: workshop .............................................................................................. 15% 
Responses to discussion questions 
The discussion questions correspond to various key topics related to this class and its objectives. 
I will provide a detailed handout for you to use in considering each topic. For the written portion 
of these discussion questions, you should write a one-to-two-page informal response (typed, 
double-spaced, normal margins, pages numbered, stapled, etc.-in other words, use common 
sense) addressing the issues raised in the handout. By "informal" I mean that you do not need to 
craft this as a formal "thesis paper," nor do you have to simply answer the questions one by one; 
rather, you should use the questions as a starting point for your written discussion. However, 
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"informal" does not mean poorly written, written at the last minute, written in incomplete 
phrases or bullet points, or written in one sitting without proofreading. As we will discuss, how 
you write is every bit as important as what you write. I need to see that you are giving the 
questions careful consideration, and I can't do that if your writing is a mess. 
Writing assignments 
These are more formal, structured assignments, details of which will be provided in a separate 
handout. These assignments are also based on key topics to be discussed throughout the term. 
The same common-sense formatting rules for discussion question responses apply here. 
Teaching portfolio 
Your teaching portfolio will consist of all of the writing you do for this class, including 
discussion questions and writing assignments (the latter of which you will be able to revise for 
the final portfolio after I have graded and.commented on them), as well as other writing to be 
specified as we proceed. I will provide a separate handout detailing everything that goes into 
your portfolio. 
The beauty of this is that it can be used after the semester is over: when you are all finished, 
ideally you will have a teaching philosophy, a proposed course outline and syllabus, many 
detailed ideas for writing assignments and exercises, and actual evidence of classroom teaching 
experience-all of which you can bring to a prospective employer to wow them at a job 
interview. Consider that extra incentive to make your portfolio the best it can be. 
Day-to-day participation 
As noted, we will discuss all or nearly all of the work that you do for the portfolio, including 
discussion questions and writing assignments; this is a large part of your participation grade. Be 
prepared to go beyond what you've written; start us off with a thought-provoking idea or 
question, and have several more of these at the ready to sustain our exploration. Also included in 
this portion of the class is your participation in other students' teaching days. 
Any class is only as good as the people in it, and never is this more relevant than in an upper-
division course such as this one, with a topic like ours and a small group of dedicated students. 
Moreover, teaching is very much about sharing ideas. I learned almost everything I know about 
teaching not from texts or coursework on pedagogy, but rather 1) from listening to and observing 
other teachers, and 2) from actual teaching experience. And in that regard ... 
Teaching sessions 
Because this is a class about teaching, you will be required to teach. To be precise, each of you 
will teach two full classes during the term; during one class your focus will be on writing, while 
the second class should be structured as a workshop (though there is a great deal of room for 
individual interpretation within those broad descriptions). 
For each student teaching day, the other students will provide informal written critiques 
regarding the classroom activities. Student teachers themselves also will write a critique of their 
own performance, discussing their approach, the challenges they faced, their assessment of how 
the class went, etc. I will provide further details as we get closer to the student teaching days. 
Grading 
Written work will be based on the following basic rubric: 
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.A= well-crafted writing that clearly shows that the student put thought into the assignment 
and took care to craft the response. 
B =writing that shows that the student made a strong effort to fulfill the assignment's goals 
reasonably well, though perhaps more time and attention would have yielded a more 
polished, thoughtful assignment. · 
C =writing that suggests that the student made an effort to fulfill the assignment but didn't 
go out of the way to craft a solid response. 
D = writing that shows the student may be "trying to get away" with doing less than is 
required by turning in something (though it isn't especially well crafted). 
F = no assignment turned in or a clearly inappropriate, pointless, poorly written assignment. 
The "verbal component" will be based on the quality of your participation in all in-class 
activities. Participation means more than just saying whatever you feel like saying; it is also 
more than a matter of raising your hand and saying something, anything, just to "get it over 
with" in order to "fulfill" your participation requirement. Students who come to class on time, 
listen to others, help and encourage others, ask or answer questions, contribute to discussions, 
focus on and engage in classroom activities-these are students who are actively participating. 
Your teaching sessions will be graded on specific criteria that I will provide in a detailed 
handout, to be given at a date closer to the student teaching days. 
Deadlines 
All work is due as specified in the schedule on the last page of this syllabus. Written 
assignments are due at the beginning of class on the due date. If your assignment is late by one 
day (that is, if you tum it in during the middle or end of the due date's class, after class, or at the 
beginning of the following class), its grade will go down one full grade level (from A to B, etc.). 
If you don't hand in your paper at the beginning of the class following the due date, I won't 
accept it and your grade for that assignment will be F. Do not e-mail me assignments without 
my permission, or put them in my mailbox or slide them under my office door or leave them in 
the classroom if I'm not there, because I might not get them this way unless you have made 
arrangements with me beforehand. I can't grade an assignment that you honestly tried to get to 
me but somehow got lost; I can only grade what actually exists, in my hands, by the deadline. 
Note, too, that I accept no excuses for late assignments, and I grant no excused extensions-not 
even for "good" excuses (sick/doctor's appointment/job interview/wedding/funeral). I am 
especially not interested in technological glitches (printer not working/computer not working/ 
document lost to cyberspace). You have the .class schedule in your hands right now, so you 
know when the papers are due. If you must miss a due date's class, for whatever reason, get a 
friend to hand in your assignment or make other arrangements with me. And in that regard ... 
Attendance 
Every instructor has a pet peeve. I'm not saying that what I'm about to describe is mine, but it's 
definitely in the running: 
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Every semester students come up to me and announce, "I was absent Wednesday!" or "I'm going 
to have to miss class Monday!" Then they stand there looking at me. I've been teaching for a 
while now, but I still have no idea what students are thinking when they do this. Am I supposed 
to applaud, or break into tears, or gasp in shock and horror? The next thing I get is a lengthy 
description of why they were or will be absent. Still this leaves me puzzled. 
There seems to be a bit of a "disconnect" here: these students think the most important thing 
about absences is making sure the instructor knows the reason why they were absent. They seem 
to think that getting "excused" for absences is the primary goal. The truth is instructors often 
couldn't care less about this-nor should you. If you miss a doctor's appointment, do you give 
your doctor a lengthy explanation of why you missed it, because you're afraid the doctor will 
dislike you and give you a "bad grade" on your checkup if you don't have a good reason? Of 
course not; you reschedule the appointment. 
The problem is, of course, that you can't simply "reschedule" a day of class that you missed 
unless you have a time machine. And this is precisely what concerns instructors: not whether 
you have a "good reason" for missing class, but the fact that you are now behind everyone else in 
class. That is also what should concern you, the student. Grades are based on the work you do 
toward a class's objectives. If you miss class, you've missed work toward those objectives, and 
it doesn't matter why you missed class-it's e,xactly the same if you were at a funeral or at the 
movies. Moreover, you standing there trying very hard to make sure I know you had a good 
reason for missing class does absolutely nothing toward you actually gaining what you missed in 
class. It's just wasting time. 
Therefore, whenever you are absent, instead of doing the "I was/will be absent!" announcement 
and then launching into a description of why, first consider the following questions: 
• What day(s) were you absent or will you be absent? 
• Check the syllabus: what does it say you missed or will miss on the day(s) you are 
absent? 
• Based· on this, what will you do about any assignments that are/were due? For example, 
if you know you'll be absent on the day a major writing assignment is due, check the 
syllabus: you'll see that I don't give extensions; therefore, in this case you will need to 
get a friend to hand in your paper for you or make other arrangements. 
• Based on the syllabus, what other missed activities can you make up? 
• How do you propose to make up this work, if that is possible? Think of a specific plan, 
noting what times and days you can make my office hours and how specifically you 
intend to make up the work. Note that your plan must schedule all make-up work within 
a reasonable time frame-to be specific, within one class period of the last day of 
absence, as any longer would constitute an extension (and you know my policy on that). 
• What work cannot be made up-for example, because it involves in-class activities that 
cannot be reproduced, or because I don't give make-ups °for that particular activity? 
(Read the syllabus carefully to see what work cannot be made up.) I ask this question 
simply so you that you have an understanding of how much work you've missed because 
of a given absence. If you know you've already missed a lot of work that cannot be made 
up, you might want to be careful of your attendance in the future. 
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Why am I going on and on about this? My point is not that you should slavishly drag yourself to 
class with a fever of 104. It is natural to expect that events may force you to miss class. My 
point is simply this: attend as many classes as you humanly can; if you miss class, for whatever 
reason, make sure you do what you need to do to keep up with the work, and expect there to be 
consequences that range from negligible (if absences are isolated incidents) to severe (if you 
make a habit of it). It is up to you to figure out what to do about your absences, not me. (And if 
you do miss a lot of classes throughout the term, please don't bother coming to me on Week 14 
. and asking how you can make up for it. You should know the answer to that already: build a 
time machine, That's the only acceptable solution.) 
Plagiarism Warning 
Plagiarism means word-for-word unacknowledged copying of another writer's work or 
unacknowledged paraphrasing of another writer's ideas. This can range from something as small 
as using a sentence from a website without properly acknowledging the source, all the way up to 
turning in someone else's paper as your own .. The minimum penalty is a grade of "F" on the 
assignment. In addition, you may fail the course, be placed on probation, or even be expelled. 
Most students would never even think of turning in someone else's paper.as their own. But this 
is not the only" way plagiarism occurs. It is important to understand that plagiarism is based not 
just on intent but on deed. This means.that it is not acceptable to say, for example, "I didn't 
mean to plagiarize; it just so happens that what I wrote sounds very similar to this source I read. 
I went to this website to get ideas for my paper, and what I read must have influenced me 
without me realizing it." Does that.sound familiar? Well, guess what: that's still considered 
plagiarism, because you paraphrased someone else's ideas without citing the source. 
It is very easy to avoid this problem. If you look at any source during your writing process, be 
aware of how influential that source may be. If you think that the source may make its way into 
your paper in any way, whether word-for-word or as a paraphrase of a general idea, cite the 
source using proper MLA citation format. That way, the worst you can be accused of is using an 
inappropriate source (if, for example, you used Wikipedia or a blog)-and you aren't likely to 
get an "F" for that, whereas you will definitely get an "F" if you don't cite the source. 
The bottom line: absolutely do not consider plagiar\zing any part of any assignment, in any way. 
It's simply not worth it. If you are having trouble writing an assignment or meeting a deadline, 
or .if you aren't sure what might be considered plagiarism, please come and talk to me about it. 
Final word 
Thought it may not seem like it from this antiseptic and decidedly humorless syllabus, I am very 
excited to be working with you this semester on this course. I love to teach creative writing, and 
my hope is that all of us together can become better creative writing teachers through our 
combined efforts this semester. Let's make it a good one! 
Schedule (subject to change as necessary) 
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Date What we'll do in class What you'll do for NEXT class 
Mon., Aug. 24 ........... Introductions; syllabus ........................ Discussion question # 1 & syllabi 
Wed., Aug. 26 ........... Discussion # 1 ...................................... Assignment# 1 
Fri., Aug. 28 .............. Assignment# 1 due .............................. Discussion question #2 
Mon., Aug. 31 ........... Discussion #2; discuss poetry .............. Reading to be assigned (short stories) 
Wed., Sept. 2 ............. Discuss short stories ............................ Assignment #2 
Fri., Sept. 4 ................ NO CLASS 
Mon., Sept. 7 ............. LABOR DAY; NO CLASS 
Wed., Sept. 9 ............. Assignment #2 due .............................. Discussion question #3 
Fri., Sept. 11 .............. Discussion #3 ...................................... Discussion question #4 
Mon., Sept. 14 ........... Discussion #4 ...................................... Student assignment 
Wed., Sept. 16 ........... Student teaching: writing exercise ....... Student assignment 
Fri., Sept. 18 .............. Student teaching: writing exercise ....... Student assignment 
Mon., Sept. 21 ........... Student teaching: writing exercise ....... Student assignment 
Wed., Sept. 23 ........... Student teaching: writing exercise ....... Student assignment 
Fri., Sept. 25 .............. Student teaching: writing exercise ....... Student assignment 
Mon., Sept. 28 ........... Student teaching: writing exercise ....... Student assignment 
Wed., Sept. 30 ........... Student teaching: writing exercise ....... Student assignment 
Fri., Oct. 2 ................. Student teaching: writing exercise ....... Student assignment 
Mon., Oct. 5 ............... Student teaching: writing exercise ....... Student assignment 
Wed., Oct. 7 ............... Student teaching: writing exercise ....... Student assignment 
Fri., Oct. 9 ................. MIDTERM BREAK; NO CLASS 
Mon., Oct. 12 ............. Student teaching: writing exercise ....... Discussion question #5 
Wed., Oct. 14 ............. Discussion #5 ...................................... Reading (to be provided) 
Fri., Oct. 16 ............... Discuss reading .................................... Discussion question #6 
Mon., Oct. 19 ............. Discussion #6 ...................................... Rubric and comments 
Wed., Oct. 21.. ........... Discuss rubric and comments .............. Discussion question #7 
Fri., Oct. 23 ............... Discussion #7 ...................................... Discussion question #8 
Mon., Oct. 26 ............. Discussion #8 ...................................... Student assignment 
Wed., Oct. 28 ............. Student teaching: workshop ................ Student assignment 
Fri., Oct. 30 ............... Student teaching: workshop ................ Student assignment 
Mon., Nov. 2 ............. Student teaching: workshop ................ Student assignment 
Wed., Nov. 4 ............. Student teaching: workshop ................ Student assignment 
Fri., Nov. 6 ................ Student teaching: workshop ................ Student assignment 
Mon., Nov. 9 ............. Student teaching: workshop ................ Student assignment 
Wed., Nov. 11 ........... Student teaching: workshop ................ Student assignment 
Fri., Nov. 13 .............. Student teaching: workshop ................ Student assignment 
Mon., Nov. 16 ........... Student teaching: workshop ................ Student assignment 
Wed., Nov. 18 ........... Student teaching: workshop ................ Student assignment 
Fri., Nov. 20 .............. Student teaching: workshop ................ Finish assignment #4 
THANKSGIVING BREAK 
Mon., Nov. 30 ........... Assignment #4 due .............................. Discussion question #9 
Wed., Dec. 2 .............. Discussion #9 ...................................... Mini-research project 
Fri., Dec. 4 ................. Discuss results of research ................... Assignment #5 
Mon., Dec. 7 .............. Assignment #5 due .............................. Discussion question # 10 
Wed., Dec. 9 .............. Discussion #10 .................................... Finish portfolio 
Fri., Dec. 11 ............... Final wrap-up ...................................... Finish portfolio 
Wednesday, December 16, 12:30-2:30pm: Portfolio due (this is your "final exam") 
